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Meeting Time 9:00 AM! 
 
Program for the month:  Saturday June 13 business meeting followed by field  trip.  
Our monthly business meeting starts at 9 AM and should finish by 9:30 or so. 
After the meeting, members will gather outside to drive about 17 miles to the Spruce Grove 
campground  parking area, near Tarryall.  After a hike of about 1 ½ miles, we will search for topaz 
crystals, using pick, shovel, and screens.  Please see info sheet sent to all members—anyone 
attending this trip will need to bring lunch or sna cks, plenty of water (recommend at least 2 
quarts), and collecting equipment. 
The trip leader will be John Rakowski .  Contact him if you have questions regarding logistics.  
Elsewhere in this newsletter is a short article abo ut how to identify topaz. 
 

Please Welcome the Following New Members 
Scot Bealer (The Woodlands, TX) 
Johnny & Susan Butler (Thornton) 

Tom Dirst (Ft. Myers, FL) 
Tom Dugdale (?) 

Michael Evans (Vista, CA) 
Lea Frye (The Woodlands, TX) 

Pamela & Chris Gordon (Colorado Springs) 
Jack & Carol Gray (Aurora) 

Kirk and Aspen Hilbelink (Conifer) 
Steve & Shelly Kahler (Cascade) 

Lisa McDonald (Victor) 
Carol Schumann (Ft. Myers, FL) 

Eugene & Rachel Smith (Cañon City) 
Bob & Sandy Snively (Florissant) 
Julie Templin (Colorado Springs) 

Nikki West (Mariposa, CA) 
 

  Coming Events 
 

Pikes Peak Gem & Mineral Show , Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, Western  … June 5-7 
Western Museum of Mining & Industry, talks, booths; fee charged (museum free to 
LGGMC members with membership card).  Theme is topaz; talks by Pete Modreski  (Sat.)            
and Bob Carnein  (Sun.) 

Contin-Tail at Fairplay , a new rock swap type show; go to www.coloradorocks.org for … June 11-14 
details.  
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“Dinosaur Train Comes to Dino Ridge”  (mainly for ages 2-7); go to www.dinoridge.org … June 19-21 
for details             

“GEOdyssey Annual Inventory Reduction Sale”  15339 W. Ellsworth Dr., Golden … June 20 
Discounts from 10-50%; go to www.geodyssey-rocks.com for details. 

“Geology Train on Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad ; fee charged; go to  … June 21 
http://cumbrestoltec.com/geology-train/ for details.  

“Rock Sale by John Haney” , 10-6 daily, 4246 Thompson Ct., Denver (books, lapidary … July 10-12 
material, etc.) E-mail rocksisme@comcast.net for information.         

“Gunnison Mining and Mineral Symposium” , Friends of the CSM Geology Museum … July 10-13 
fee charged; go to https://www.facebook.com/LikeCSMGeoMuseum?fref=ts for info. 

Contin-Tail Rock Swap/Gem & Mineral Show , rodeo grounds, Buena Vista; free  … Aug. 13-16 
admission and parking.           

“The Dynamic Early Paleozoic World of Colorado”  by Paul Myrow, 3 PM, Denver … Aug. 18 
Museum of Nature and Science, VIP Room; free. 

Annual Lake George Gem & Mineral Show , parking lot next to the Post Office, Lake … Aug. 21-23 
George; FREE admission and FREE parking. 

Denver Coliseum Mineral, Fossil, and Gem Show , seehttp://www.coliseumshow.com/ . … Sept. 12-20 

Colorado (Fall) Mineral and Fossil Show , Ramada Plaza Hotel (formerly Holiday Inn -  … Sept. 13-20 
Central Denver), 4849 Bannock St, Denver, CO; see 
http://www.mzexpos.com/colorado_fall.html . 

"The WHAT of conodont science:  Insights into Permia n oceans and beyond”, by … Sept. 15 
Charles Henderson, 3:00 p.m., DMNS Earth Science Seminar, Univ. of Calgary.  Free 
lecture; museum admission not required. 

Denver Gem and Mineral show , at The Denver Mart, 58th Ave. and I-25 (ext 215)  … Sept. 18-20 
sponsored by the Greater Denver Area Gem and Mineral Council; dealers, exhibits by  
clubs, individuals and museums nationwide, lectures, demonstrations, and kids’ activities;  
theme, “Minerals of the American Southwest”.  9-6 Fri., 10-6 Sat., 10-5 Sun. See  
http://www.denvermineralshow.com/ . 
 
��2015 Earth-Sciences Scholarship 
 
LGGMC is pleased to announce we have awarded Scholarships to two students this year.  
A $1000 scholarship was awarded to Jared Tadla  of Pine, CO.  Jared has been accepted to the 
Colorado School of Mines.  A $500 scholarship was awarded to Emma Ravage  of Cripple Creek.   
Emma has been accepted at the University of Colorado/Colorado Springs.  
 
Char DeVries , Club Vice President and chairperson of the Scholarship Committee, said “We are 
fortunate to have two outstanding scholarship winners this year.  Both are excellent students, are 
leaders in their high schools, and are pursuing studies in the Earth sciences.  Emma was recently 
named Valedictorian of the Cripple Creek / Victor High School 2015 Graduating Class.”  
 
The Club recently updated and improved our Scholarship Guidelines.   The Club Vice President will 
chair the Scholarship Committee each year.  The committee will be comprised of volunteers.  This 
year, the officers functioned as the committee, due to time constraints.  If you are interested in 
serving next year, helping publicize the scholarship and/or reviewing applications and making 
recommendations to the membership regarding them, please  let our President know of your interest.   
A copy of the revised Guidelines is available on the club website.   
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��Here’s a list of confirmed Field Trips, as of June 1: 

• June 13:  Spruce Grove (John Rakowski, Paul Combs ) 
• June 20:  Amazonite/Smoky Quartz in Lake George area. Private Claim. (Dan Alfrey ) 
• June 27:  St. Peters Dome (Paul Combs ) 
• July 11:  Amazonite/smoky quartz in Lake George area (Joe Dorris ) 
• July 18:  Petra Placer (Rich Fretterd ; Richard Kawamoto ) 
• July 25: Devils Head (John Rakowski, Todd Mattson ) 
• August 1:  Ace-In-The-Hole (Rich Fretterd ; Richard Kawamoto ) 
• August 15:  Topaz Mountain Gem Mine (FEE; Krystal & Joe Dorris ) 
• August 29:  South Park Blue Agate (FEE; by RSVP-Only; Dave Harvey ) 

 
��The June 13 trip will visit a topaz locality.  For many new members, distinguishing between topaz and 
quartz can be very difficult.  Several resources are available.   

• The April 2015 Newsletter  had an article by Bob Carnein on the properties of topaz, including photos 
of topaz crystals and specimens.  You can find that article by going to the website www.lggmclub.org 
and see the links to past newsletters.   

• Bob Carnein  will give a talk about topaz and its properties at the Colorado Springs Mineral Show , 
at the Western Museum of Mining and Industry (WMMI), at 2PM on Sunday, June 6 .  In addition, Club 
member and USGS geologist Pete Modreski  will talk specifically about Colorado topaz at the show 
on Saturday, June 5. 

• Finally, John Rakowski  wrote a short article about identifying topaz for the Pikes Peak Historical 
Society, which is reprinted below: 

 
Did I find Quartz or Topaz? 

A frequent question asked in this area is whether the clear shiny rock someone found is the common mineral 
quartz or whether it might be the gemstone topaz.  Both minerals are found in this part of Colorado. 
  
Quartz is silicon dioxide and is a common mineral in the Earth's crust.  It's usually a white sugary looking 
material intergrown in granite or found as grains of sand.  Smoky quartz is found in beautiful crystal form in this 
area, and the Crystal Peak area is known worldwide for the quality of its smoky quartz specimens.   
Occasionally the quartz crystals or pieces are water-clear or only very slightly tan.  That's when many people 
can be fooled into thinking they have a nice topaz crystal!   
 
Topaz is a compound of aluminum and fluorine along with silicon dioxide and is harder and denser than quartz. 
Topaz from this area is usually clear and colorless but sometimes will have a very light blue or tan tint.   A 
topaz crystal will very clearly scratch a piece of quartz but a piece of quartz will at most only slightly scratch 
another piece of quartz.  Topaz typically shows signs of cleavage, which is the breaking of the crystal along 
smooth flat planes, while quartz breaks along shell shaped fractures, much like a chipped pop bottle.  A topaz 
crystal alongside a quartz crystal will look much brighter and shinier due to the difference in the way topaz 
transmits light; topaz has a higher index of refraction.  Another tipoff that a crystal is really quartz is to look at 
the long crystal faces and see if there are striations (streaks or grooves) perpendicular to the long axis of the 
crystal - if so, you have quartz.  Topaz has striations parallel to the long axis of the crystal. 
 
Sometimes the shiny piece may turn out to be fluorite, which is calcium fluoride. Like topaz, fluorite also has 
cleavage with breaks along smooth flat planes.  But fluorite is a much softer mineral than either quartz or topaz 
and can be easily scratched by quartz or even a pocket knife. 
 
The displays in the Pikes Peak Historical Museum show some representative pieces of rough and cut topaz 
from this area.  There are also examples of the smoky quartz and fluorite crystals from the Crystal Peak Area.  
If you still have doubts or questions about what you've found, contact one of the members of the Lake George 
Gem & Mineral Club by leaving a message with a Museum Docent or go to their website: LGGMClub.org for 
contact information. 
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��Frank Rosenberg  sent some photos of the May 30 trip to the club Patience and Piety claims: 

       
 

       
 
Frank also documented the May 16 trip to the New Hope amethyst locality: 
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��Bruce Geller , Curator of the Colorado School of Mines Geology Museum, sent this update of activities 
at the Museum: 

Colorado School of Mines (CSM) Geology Museum Musin gs 
             
           Greetings Geophiles! Since my last communication, we completed the conversion of the halogen 
lighting above our six Hoffman mining murals to LEDs and installed an additional six fixtures to increase the 
amount of light cast onto them. 

Our attendance data from 2014 indicate that we had over 37,900 guests, from all 50 states and 45 
foreign countries. These figures are up 64% over 2013. In fact, our attendance has more than doubled in the 
last four years. 

Our Museum segment on the Colorado gold mining episode of “Hittin’ the Road” on PBS 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jM6itwiapY&feature=youtu.be) was aired on 2/15/15. The segment was 
well received and I thought it cast our Museum in a great light. 
 Our Friends of the CSM Geology Museum (FCSMGM) group has been very busy this semester. They 
have started a monthly lecture series (to be continued next fall, after a summer hiatus), held a well-attended 
workshop on the “Color in minerals,” and conducted a field trip to California to visit two museums, two 
underground pegmatite mines, and the Sinkankas Symposium. There are currently over 205 members in the 
FCSMGM, which means more than double their membership as of a year ago! 

Planning for the Gunnison Symposium in July is nearly complete. Anyone interested in attending should 
visit: https://www.facebook.com/LikeCSMGeoMuseum/posts/158 5582388395811 

I have just finished hiring seven new Student Aides, since we had that many graduate on May 8th. I’m 
also interested in selecting a part-time office assistant in the coming months to help with administrative tasks 
and in our Gift Shop. Overall, our 2015 Gift Shop revenues are up 3% over last year at this time, and our 
donations box contributions increased 9%. Our Spring Book/Mineral sale netted almost $5700.  

Come visit our Museum during normal hours: Monday – Saturday 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. or Sundays 1 P.M. – 
4 P.M., except for certain legal and school holidays and see why we are ranked the #4 tourist attraction of 52 
sites in Golden, by Tripadvisor.com. (Yes, there is a major brewery in town that is currently ranked #7). 
Admission to our Museum is free (donations are truly appreciated), but parking fees are required in our lots 
and on campus streets Mondays through Fridays. Over the summer, free parking is permitted in the residential 
area north and east of campus. 

On the horizon, save the date of September 16th from 6-9 P.M. for our Annual Open House. We hope to 
have switched roughly 20% of our displays by then, so there will be new things for our guests to enjoy. The 
featured mineral this year in our “Colorado Collector’s” case is pyrite. Please let me know before July 4th if you 
have a remarkable Colorado pyrite that you would be willing to loan to this display for a year, starting this 
summer. We will strive for as much geographic (locality), geologic (form and appearance), and personality (as 
many different collectors) diversity as possible. The specimens can be ones that you’ve found, traded, or 
purchased, but they must be from Colorado localities. 
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��And here is the latest installment of “Bench Tips” by Brad Smith (www.BradSmithJewelry.com): 
 
SMALL PARTS CONTAINERS  
 
I'm always on the lookout for small containers to use for holding all those little parts and tools we deal with in 
making jewelry, especially since I'm always traveling to classes and workshops.  My latest find is some plastic 
vials about 15 mm in diameter and 75 mm long.  Best part is they are free.  The vials are used in the doctor's 
office to draw blood samples.  They cannot be used after their expiration date, and are thrown out.  On my last 
doctors visit, I asked the nurse if they had any expired vials.  She replied "How many do you want?" and tried 
to give me 400 of them.  (We settled on 200). 
 
The ones I have are called "Vacutainers", but there are probably many other names.  They are clear plastic 
with a rubber stopper and a paper label all ready to write on.  I find them really handy for small parts like jump 
rings, prong settings, small drills, nuts & bolts, faceted stones, and precious metal filings. 
 

 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 
 
TRY A TOOTHPICK 
 
The round, stronger toothpicks have a multitude of uses on the jewelry bench.  I use them for mixing epoxy 
resin, for applying paste solder, and with Zam for polishing in tight spots.  Toothpicks are also handy for 
holding the stone while stone setting.  Just break off the sharp tip, mold a little beeswax over it, and press it 
onto the table of your stone. 
 
========================================= 
 
    Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon. 
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Spring has finally sprung in the Rockies.  We’re pleased to have a short article by Bob and Leesa Baker  
about a recent trip they took to a very famous Arkansas collecting locality.  Let’s take a Club trip!  Enjoy! 
 

Crater of Diamonds State Park 
In the rolling hills of southwest Arkansas is the only location in North America where you can find and keep 
diamonds, Crater of Diamonds State Park. 
 
100 million years ago a volcanic vent exploded and formed an 87-acre crater.  Diamonds are found in the 
deteriorated host matrix of lamproite, which is easily identified as the 5 pounds of grey – green mud on your 
boots.  The day we were at the park it was cool, cloudy, and windy.  Despite the weather, there were 
approximately 100 people slogging through the muddy field hoping to find a diamond.   
 
There are 2 ways to hunt for diamonds at Crater of Diamonds.  The first is to surface hunt the 37-acre plowed 
field, preferably after a rainstorm on a sunny day in order to spot the shiny diamonds.  The second way is to fill 
a 5-gallon bucket with mud and gravel and sift the material in one of the many water troughs provided.  
Historically, the largest diamonds have been found by people surface hunting.  The park staff was expecting a 
large diamond to be found as it had been raining for 3 weeks.  
 
Notable diamonds from Crater of Diamonds State Park include the 40-carat “Uncle Sam” and the “Strawn-
Wagner”, a D flawless diamond which was finished and faceted to 1.09 carats. Our diamond was the only one 
found the day we were there and at 4 points (1/25 carat) was no challenge to the record.  Still, it was an 
exciting find. 
 
References: Crater of Diamonds State Park Visitor Center Museum and handout literature, 
www.craterofdiamondsstatepark.com  
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Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 

Box 171, Lake George, Colorado 80827 
www.LGGMClub.org 

 
Date:  ________/________/20____ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________ City___________________ State_____Zip__________ 
 
Telephone (      )_______-_______  Email (please print) ___________________________________ 
                                                                                            (required to receive newsletter and field-trip info) 
 
Names/ages of family members (if family membership)_____________________________________ 
 
 
Dues for Jan 1 through Dec. 31 each year are as follows (please check membership type): 
 
____ Individual (18 and over)……………………………………………..$15.00 
 
____ Family (includes dependents under age 18)………………………$25.00 
 
Dues are due on or before March 31.  Members with unpaid dues will be dropped from the roster on April 1.  On/after 
August 15 , dues will be reduced to half price for NEW members only . 
 
I agree to abide by the Club constitution, by-laws, and rules regarding field trips and club claim visits. 
 
Signed___________________________________________ Date:______/______/20____ 
 
I am or have previously been a member of Lake George Gem & Mineral Club.  Yes____ No____ 
 
My interest areas  include (check all that apply):  Minerals___; Fossils___; Lapidary___;  
 Micromounts___; Colorado geology___; Pebble Pups (ages 7-17)___; Mining History___; 
 Crystallography___; Other _____________________________________________________ 
 
I am willing  to give a talk/presentation to (the Club) or (Pebble Pups) on ______________________ 
 
_________________________and/or lead a field trip to (list)________________________________ 
 
I am willing  to participate/help in the following ways (can choose more than one):  Club Officer____; 
 Newsletter Editor/Writer____; Local Show/Show committee____; Nominating Committee____; 
 Winter Programs Committee____; Field Trips____; Art (badges)____;  
           Membership Coordinator ____; Pebble Pups____;  
           Other (be specific)_________________________________________________________ 
 

Questions about the Club or Activities?  Visit the website or contact a Club officer. 
 
 

Updated 05/01/2015 
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Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 
PO Bo 171 

Lake George, CO 80827 
 

                       
 
The Lake George Gem and Mineral Club  is a group of people interested in rocks and minerals, fossils, 
geography and history of the Pikes Peak/South Park area, Indian artifacts, and the great outdoors.  The Club’s 
informational programs and field trips provide opportunities to learn about Earth science, rocks and minerals, 
lapidary work and jewelry making, and to share information and experiences with other members.  Guests are 
welcome to attend, to see what we are about! 
 
The Club is geared primarily to amateur collectors and artisans, with programs of interest both to beginners 
and serious amateurs.  The Club meets on the second Saturday of each month at the Lake George 
Community Center, located on the north side of US Highway 24 on the east edge of town, sharing a building 
with the county highway shops.  In the winter, we meet at 10:00AM.  From April thro ugh October, we meet 
at 9:00AM, to allow more time for our field trips. 
 
Our organization is incorporated under Colorado law as a nonprofit educational organization, and is a member 
of the Colorado, Rocky Mountain, and American Federations of Mineralogical Societies.  We also sponsor an 
annual Gem and Mineral Show at Lake George, where collectors and others may purchase or sell rocks, 
minerals, fossils, gems, or jewelry.  Annual membership dues (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31) are $15.00 for an 
individual (18 and over), and $25.00 for a family (parents plus dependents under age 18). 
 

Our Officers for 2015 are: 
 

 
John Rakowski , President   Char DeVries, Vice President 
          PO Box 608             280 Homestead Rd. 
    Florissant, CO 80816              Divide, CO 80814 
         719-748-3861                   719-686-1822 
  rakgeologist@yahoo.com     swordfishblue@wildblue.net  
 
 Suzanne Core , Treasurer   Norma Engelberg , Secretary 
          PO Box 1154              2732 W. Bijou St. 
  Cripple Creek, CO 80813    Colorado Springs, CO 80904 
          719-689-2092                 719-337-8994 
      suzc@peakinet.net          njengel60@gmail.com  
 

C.R. (Bob) Carnein , Newsletter Editor 
507 Donzi Trail 

Florissant, CO 80816 
719-687-2739 

ccarnein@gmail.com 
 


