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January 14 Meeting Starts at 10:00 AM 
  

Program for the month: Saturday January 14 
Our January speaker will be Rich Fretterd.  Rich was invited to give a presentation in 
July at the Colorado School of Mines for the Eugene Foord Pegmatite Symposium, and 
he will give an adaptation of that talk to us.  He will focus on the geology of the 
pegmatite containing the magnificent tangerine colored topaz from El Paso County and 
talk about the learning experiences he has had from that area.  He will talk about the 
exploitation of the pockets and include both the good news and hazard news of the 
project.  He'll have some general tips from what he has learned in the Agnus Dei dig 
that can possibly help us in looking for new areas to explore in the Pike Peak 
region.  Rich and his partner Jean Cowman are always informal in style but well 
informed and fun speakers.  This should be a great way to kick off our new year. 
 
Also, during the meeting, we will continue a silent auction for some cool 
specimens and other items donated by Club members.  If you have “extra” items that 
you’d like to donate, please bring them and we’ll add them to the auction. 
 
The following officers were elected for 2017 at the December 10 Meeting: 
President: John Sprouse 
Vice President: John Rakowski 
Treasurer: Bobby Korzekwa 
Secretary: Norma Rhodes 
Editor: Bob Carnein 
 
Bob Baker and Linda Watson have agreed to take on the job of coordinating field trips for 2017.  
Many thanks to them and to the others who volunteered for leadership positions. 
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Coming Events 
 

Several mineral, fossil, and geology clubs meet relatively nearby and encourage visitors.  These include: 
 
>Cañon City Geology Club, meets on the 2nd Monday of the month at 6PM in the United Methodist Church, 
Cañon City; 
 
>Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7PM in the Colorado 
Springs Senior Center, 1514 N. Hancock Ave., Colorado Springs; 
 
>Columbine Gem & Mineral Society, meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month, 6:30PM in the meeting 
room, Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W. 16th (at J St.), Salida; 
 
>Pueblo Rockhounds, meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30PM in the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 10 University Circle, Pueblo. 
 
Pete Modreski sent notices of the following upcoming events: (none received, this month, but… 
 
Jan. 26-Feb. 12:  Annual Tucson Gem, Mineral, and Fossil shows, various venues; go to the Internet for 
details. 
 
Feb. 24-26:  DGMG Annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show, Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 W. 6th 
Ave., Golden.  Free Admission. 
 
Speaking of shows, the annual Fairplay ContinTail (as opposed to the regular ContinTail in August) will be 
held June 8-11 at the Middle Fork RV Resort, on US285.  The Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies (RMFMS) is now considering a proposal to hold their 2018 annual meeting in Fairplay, coincident 
with that show, which is scheduled for June 8-10, 2018.  They would like to include some field trips, including, 
perhaps, one led by our Club.  For more information, you can look at the January Tips & Chips, the newsletter 
of the DGMG. 
 
Frank Rosenberg sent these pictures of the December 10 “Towel Show”.  Thanks, Frank! 
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Can you recognize the Mt. Antero phenakites?? 
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Wayne Orlowski sent several interesting links, including the following: 

**  If you are fascinated by structural geology, this one has it all, including color differentiation and 
conjugate fractures: 

https://www.facebook.com/180955095295674/photos/a.400165136708001.91840.180955095295674/1254810581243448/?type
=3&theater&notif_t=notify_me_page&notif_id=1481734631013324 

**  Stand At The Edge Of Geologic Time.  Transport yourself to Rocky Mountain National Park, with all its 
sights and sounds, in this immersive geology lesson: http://apps.npr.org/rockymountain-vr/ 

 
Dave and Gerdy Wyatt sent a link to a fascinating article about an asteroid-impact structure in Germany: 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/german-town-contains-millions-diamonds-
180961467/?utm_source=smithsoniantravelandcult&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=201612-
travel&spMailingID=27436823&spUserID=NzQwNDU4MDA2NjMS1&spJobID=945649223&spReportId=OTQ1NjQ5MjIzS0 
 
 Upcoming programs include the following: 
 March:  Joe Dorris on Teller and Park county pegmatites; 
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April:  John Rakowski on fundamentals of collecting in local pegmatites or Conrad North on 
fluorescent minerals. 

 
 Steve Veatch sent this announcement about an upcoming class: 

Rocky Mountain 
Dinosaur 
Resource Center 
Offers Basic 
Paleontology 
Course 

 
Noted paleontologist Steven Veatch will present an 
introductory paleontology course at the Rocky 
Mountain Dinosaur Resource Center located in Woodland Park on January 28, 2017. This course 
provides a practical introduction to paleontology—the study of ancient life forms preserved as fossils. 
While paleontology informs us about remarkable patterns of change in the past and some of the 
changes that are taking place today, it also helps us understand how these changes may shape our 
future world.  Join Steven Veatch and his team and explore lost worlds where dinosaurs once ruled 
supreme. The course is sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource Center (RMDRC) and 
is perfect for ages 12 to adult.  
 
COURSE DATE:  January 28, 2017 
 
COURSE LOCATION 
Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource Center  
201 South Fairview Street 
Woodland, Park, CO 80863 
Register with the RMDRC by calling 719-686-1820 X104; ask for Deb.  
 
Course fee: $20 plus admission to the museum ($11.50). Class must be prepaid at registration 
and includes a certificate of completion, handouts, and a resource CD to take home. 
 
And here is the latest installment of “Bench Tips” by Brad Smith (www.BradSmithJewelry.com): 

 

SANDING/POLISHING IN TIGHT PLACES 
 

Often you'll need to sand or polish an area that's impossible to reach with even a small wheel on a flexshaft. 
Other times it might be the bottom of a pocket or inside bottom corner of a box that needs to be finished.  One 
trick for these nit-picky jobs may be left over from your last Chinese dinner - a chopstick. 
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I've found quite a few uses for these in the shop.  Prepare the tip by simply sawing it off at a 45 degree 
angle.  Then apply whatever abrasive grit you will need for the job or hold a strip of sandpaper around the end. 
Loose grit can be held onto the tip with a bit of Vaseline or oil.  Tripoli or rouge can be just rubbed onto the end 
of the chopstick. 

 

 
 
 

 

OCHRE  APPLICATOR 
 

Yellow ochre is used when you want to be sure the solder won't flow on an area of your piece while you're 
soldering another area.  The only problem with ochre is coming up with a good way to store and apply it. 
 
I use recycled nail-polish bottles.  They seal well and have a built-in brush applicator.  Just clean them out with 
a little acetone or nail-polish remover, and they're ready to go. 
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========================================= 

               See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith 
 

 
 

Bob Carnein, Editor 

ccarnein@gmail.com  

719-687-2739 

 

 

 
Steve Veatch sent the following article, which will no doubt start some members dreaming about 
summer. 

Notes on the Geology of Colorado Fishing 
By 

Steven Wade Veatch 
 

A stream, as a geological agent, is one of the most powerful forces on Earth.  Many of Colorado's 
magnificent landscapes are the products of what streams do best—moving sediments sporadically 
downstream in regular cycles of erosion and deposition.  In Colorado, the Continental Divide splits 
streams that flow west to the Pacific Ocean from those that flow eastward to the Atlantic and the Gulf 
of Mexico. The sparkling streams of Colorado not only shape the landscape but also provide great 
fishing.  A deeper understanding of the riparian environment and geologic processes will enhance every 
fishing trip. 
 
Snowmelt gives rise to Colorado's four major river systems:  the Platte, the Arkansas, the Rio Grande, 
and the Colorado.  Here is a quick review of those rivers. 
 
The South Platte begins in the high country of South Park, but when it reaches the Cheesman Canyon, 
south of Deckers, local geology creates some remarkable places to fish.  Granite formed in the canyon 
under enormous pressure several kilometers below the surface and was later exposed by regional 
uplift.  With the erosion of the overlying rock, the granite expanded and cracked due to the release of 
pressure.  Gravity now causes the rock between the cracks in the granite to break loose in concentric 
slabs from the underlying granite body.  This process, exfoliation, results in the rounded nature of the 
granite outcrops in the canyon. 
 
Granite boulders, slabs, and gravel form bars across the South Platte that dissipate the energy of the 
flow, producing areas of calm water and deep pools in Cheesman Canyon.  Willows grow along the 
banks while aspens and spruce trees grow tall, providing shade for brown trout.  Because browns are 
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very selective in what they eat, they are hard to catch and grow to a large size.  Anglers on this river 
frequently use small flies, especially the pheasant-tail fly. 
 
The Arkansas River starts in the mountains near Leadville and Tennessee Pass and flows south and 
east to merge with the Mississippi in the state of Arkansas.  After spring runoff has reworked sand and 
gravel bars, fresh gold placers can be panned on the upper reaches of the Arkansas.  As the Arkansas 
River flows by the Texas Creek recreation area on its way to the Royal Gorge, brown trout can be 
caught with caddis flies.  The Texas Creek area is also noted for deposits of rose quartz associated 
with pegmatite (coarsely crystalline) granite that intruded into metamorphic rocks.   
 
The Rio Grande River has its headwaters in the San Juan Mountains and flows through New Mexico 
on its way to the Gulf of Mexico.  Near Creede, at Wagon Wheel Gap, the Rio Grande offers excellent 
fishing for browns, brooks, rainbows, and cutthroats using a prince nymph.  Cutthroat trout like slow 
pools that are just opposite large granite boulders.  There are several geothermal springs in the area, 
and excellent specimens of fluorite occur nearby. 
 
The Colorado River drains the western slope of the Continental Divide and empties into the Gulf of 
California.  The major tributaries of the Colorado River are the San Juan, White, Yampa, and Gunnison 
Rivers. 
 
The Gunnison River began down cutting into the Earth after a period of regional uplift 28 million years 
ago.  Today steep Precambrian gneiss (metamorphic rock) walls, with pink pegmatite dikes filling cracks 
and fissures, rise thousands of feet above the Gunnison River in the Black Canyon.  Geological 
processes here have produced the best fishing spot in the state.  It is the only place in Colorado where 
browns and rainbows grow to 16 inches in just four years.  Anglers in this area commonly use big 
nymphs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geologic processes have created 1,800 lakes above 9,000 feet in elevation in Colorado.  Many of these 
high-country lakes, called tarns, occupy the bottoms of amphitheater-shaped cirques where glaciers 

A view of the Gunnison River running through the Black Canyon 
of the Gunnison. Photo used by permission under a Creative 
Commons License.  
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eroded into the mountain.  If there are enough insects to eat and the lake is deep enough for the fish 
to winter, there will be a population of trout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trout are not always easy to catch in high lakes as they feed along the edges and can be easily 
spooked.  Brook trout—commonly found in high country lakes, beaver ponds, and small creeks—tend 
to be small because they reproduce rapidly and surpass their food supply. 
 
Trout like to cruise most of the 11,300 miles of streams in Colorado, and if anglers consider the rock 
and understand the role that geology plays in fishing, they have an advantage for catching trout. It is 
“gneiss” to know that fishing and geology can't be taken for “granite.” 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
NONFICTION WRITING CLASS 
Western Museum of Mining and Industry, Colorado Springs, CO 
February, 18 2017 
10:00 am to 1 pm 
 
Learn how to write articles for the Lake George Gem and Mineral Club. Express what you know in a 
short article for the newsletter. This class will explore how to write about rocks, minerals, fossils, and 
mining. You will learn about obtaining photos to go with your articles. 

Maroon Lake, at the foot of snow-striped Maroon Bells, is one of many 
Colorado lakes where great fishing awaits.  Photo © S. W. Veatch. 
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Nonfiction is writing about the real world and appears 
in magazines, newspapers, books, blogs, websites. 
Today nonfiction is now more diverse and creative as it 
embraces many styles of writing. There are six major 
forms of creative nonfiction—memoir, personal 
essay, feature articles, profiles, reviews, travel writing.  
Although this class will focus on crafting articles for the 
newsletter, we will briefly cover the other forms of 
creative nonfiction. These other forms are also 
appropriate for the club’s newsletter.  
This course also covers writing blogs and how to create 
one. We will explore photography and how to obtain 
images for your articles. Writing nonfiction is an excellent way for beginners and experienced writers 
to be published. This class will examine several strategies for publishing your work.  This class is also 
open to older pebble pups and the public, and is perfect for anyone who wants to improve their writing 
skills and learn more about nonfiction writing.  
What you will learn: 

 The creative mind and the writing life 
 Finding a story  
 Write great beginnings 
 Launching the narrative arc 

 Building dramatic sentences 

 Cliffhangers and page turners 

 The basic elements of writing nonfiction, including point of view, setting, and plot 
 Developing characters 
 The basics of interviewing and conducting research 
 Tips to help you write in a clear and concise manner 
 Obtaining photographs for your writing 
 How to revise and polish your nonfiction writing 

 Getting published 

Call the museum for more details and to register: (719) 488-0880 

The course fee is $35 for adults and $7 for students (21 and under). WMMI members receive 
$5 off adult fee, and $2 off the student fee 
 
 
Teachers: 
Steven Wade Veatch:  noted nonfiction author of Colorado mining history, earth science, and 
paleontology. 
Joshua Clark: emerging writer and explorer of the creative mind. 
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2017 Membership Application, Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 
Box 171, Lake George, Colorado 80827 

www.LGGMClub.org 
 
 
Date:  ________/________/20____ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________ City___________________ State_____Zip__________ 
 
Telephone (      )_______-_______  Email (please print) ___________________________________ 
                                                                                            (required to receive newsletter and field-trip info) 
 

Names/ages of family members (if family membership)_____________________________________ 
 

 
Dues for Jan 1 through Dec. 31 each year are as follows (please check membership type): 
 
____ Individual (18 and over)……………………………………………..$15.00 
 
____ Family (includes dependents under age 18)………………………$25.00 
 
Dues are due on or before March 31.  Members with unpaid dues will be dropped from the roster on April 1.   
 

I agree to abide by the Club constitution, by-laws, and rules regarding field trips and club claim visits. 
 
Signed___________________________________________ Date:______/______/20____ 
 
I am or have previously been a member of Lake George Gem & Mineral Club.  Yes____ No____ 
 
My interest areas include (check all that apply):  Minerals___; Fossils___; Lapidary___;  
 Micromounts___; Colorado geology___; Pebble Pups (ages 7-17)___; Mining History___; 
 Crystallography___; Other _____________________________________________________ 
 
I am willing to give a talk/presentation to (the Club) or (Pebble Pups) on ______________________ 
 
_________________________and/or lead a field trip to (list)________________________________ 
 
I am willing to participate/help in the following ways (can choose more than one):  Club Officer____; 
 Newsletter Editor/Writer____; Local Show/Show committee____; Nominating Committee____; 
 Winter Programs Committee____; Field Trips____; Art (badges)____; Membership Coordina- 
 tor ____; Website Assistance____; Pebble Pups____; Other (be specific)_________________ 
 

Questions about the Club or Activities?  Visit the website or contact a Club officer. 
 
Updated 2016 
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Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 
PO Bo 171 

Lake George, CO 80827 
 

                       
 
The Lake George Gem and Mineral Club is a group of people interested in rocks and minerals, fossils, geography and 
history of the Pikes Peak/South Park area, Indian artifacts, and the great outdoors.  The Club’s informational programs 
and field trips provide opportunities to learn about Earth science, rocks and minerals, lapidary work and jewelry making, 
and to share information and experiences with other members.  Guests are welcome to attend, to see what we are about! 
 
The Club is geared primarily to amateur collectors and artisans, with programs of interest both to beginners and serious 
amateurs.  The Club meets on the second Saturday of each month at the Lake George Community Center, located on the 
north side of US Highway 24 on the east edge of town, sharing a building with the county highway shops.  In the winter, 
we meet at 10:00AM.  From April through October, we meet at 9:00AM, to allow more time for our field trips. 
 

Our organization is incorporated under Colorado law as a nonprofit educational organization, and is a member 
of the Colorado, Rocky Mountain, and American Federations of Mineralogical Societies.  We also sponsor an 
annual Gem and Mineral Show at Lake George, where collectors and others may purchase or sell rocks, 
minerals, fossils, gems, or jewelry.  Annual membership dues (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31) are $15.00 for an 
individual (18 and over), and $25.00 for a family (parents plus dependents under age 18). 

Our Officers for 2017 are: 
 

 
John Sprouse, President         John Rakowski, Vice President 
        402 Fremont St.                                              PO Box 608 
    Penrose, CO 80814      Florissant, CO 80816 
         719-372-3172              719-748-3861  
  coedodge@yahoo.com               rakgelogist@yahoo.com    
 
    Bob Korzekwa, Treasurer             Norma Rhodes, Secretary 
          11120 Falls Ave.                7546 Duck Hawk Place 
Green Mountain Falls, CO80819        Fountain, CO80817               
bobbykorzekwa@yahoo.com                     normajalexander@gmail.com 
  

C.R. (Bob) Carnein, Newsletter Editor 
507 Donzi Trail 

Florissant, CO 80816 
719-687-2739 

ccarnein@gmail.com 
 
 
 


