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December 10 Meeting Starts at 10:00 AM 
  

Program for the month: Saturday December 10 
December: It’s going to be a potluck brunch and grownup “Show & Tell”! 
LGGMC will supply water and coffee/tea, along with plates, napkins, forks, and 
knives.  For the potluck, bring snacks or light lunch food of some sort to 
share.  This might include chips & dip or cheese or cut vegetables, fruit, ham, 
turkey, chicken chunks, crackers, brownies or fudge, cookies, etc.  Serving size 
for each should be for about a dozen people; you don’t need to assume YOU 
alone are feeding everyone.  No alcoholic beverages are allowed in the 
Community Center. 
 
As to mineral specimens, we'll have a traditional LGGMC "Towel Show", 
which is essentially a grownup “show & tell”.  That means bring one or more 
minerals, fossils, or cut stones that you'd like to show to the rest of the members. 
It might be something like "Here's a rock I found in my driveway, what is it?" or it 
could be as complex as showing a collection of Chinese fluorite specimens that 
you bought.  Just plan on putting them on the table on top of a towel or other 
piece of cloth with any labeling you think is appropriate; restricting size of 
display to no more than a normal towel keeps displays a reasonable size.  This 
would be a good time to show what you found last summer!  You can explain as 
much or as little as you feel comfortable doing about the specimens.  Also, bring 
your “unknown” specimens to try to get them identified.  Pebble Pups/Earth-Science 
Scholars and their families are invited to come to this meeting also. 
 
We'll have a short business meeting including election of 2017 officers. 
We are still lacking candidates for Vice President and Treasurer (see below). After 
that, it's serious snack time while we are viewing and talking about the minerals or cut 
stones on display. 
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Also, during the meeting, we will continue a silent auction for some cool 
specimens donated by Club members. The way this works is that the specimens 
will be displayed at the back/side of the room with “bid sheets”. Each item will 
have a minimum starting bid. You write your bid and initials in a blank space on 
the sheet and then watch to see if others outbid you. You can keep on bidding 
until the President says bidding is closed. So, bring some CASH and be 
prepared for the fun! 
 
Candidates for 2017 Officers: 
President: John Sprouse 
Vice President: Open 
Treasurer: Open 
Secretary: Norma Rhodes 
Editor: Bob Carnein 
 
Bob Korzekwa will be traveling extensively in 2017 and urges that someone else 
take over the position or at least help out while he is gone. We also need a 
candidate for Vice President.  Many thanks to John Rakowski for his service as our President, to John 
Sprouse for his service as Vice President, and to Bob Korzekwa for his service as Treasurer in 2016.  And 
thanks to our returning secretary, Norma Rhodes, and editor Bob Carnein. 
 
 

Coming Events 
 

Several mineral, fossil, and geology clubs meet relatively nearby and encourage visitors.  These include: 
 
>Cañon City Geology Club, meets on the 2nd Monday of the month at 6PM in the United Methodist Church, 
Cañon City; 
 
>Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7PM in the Colorado 
Springs Senior Center, 1514 N. Hancock Ave., Colorado Springs; 
 
>Columbine Gem & Mineral Society, meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month, 6:30PM in the meeting 
room, Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W. 16th (at J St.), Salida; 
 
>Pueblo Rockhounds, meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30PM in the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 10 University Circle, Pueblo. 
 
Pete Modreski sent notices of the following upcoming events: 

Mon., Dec. 5, 7:00 p.m. (social hour at 6:00), DREGS 2016 Distinguished Lecture, Dr. Murray W. Hitzman, “Mud, Malaria and 
Mining: 18 Years of Geological Research in the Central African Copperbelt”. At Colorado School of Mines, Berthoud Hall 
room 241. All are welcome. 

 

Tues., Dec. 6, 3:00 p.m., Earth Sciences Colloquium at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Pterosaur paleobiology: 
Insights from photogrammetric Ichnology, by Brent Breithaupt and Neffra Matthews, BLM.. In the VIP Room. All are 
welcome, museum admission is not required. 
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Wed., Dec. 7, 4:00 p.m., CU Geology Colloquium, Colorado’s geothermal resources and thermal springs: a simple 
groundwater flow model, by Paul Morgan, Colorado Geological Survey. Benson Earth Sciences Building, Auditorium (Room 
180), CU Boulder campus. All are welcome; refreshments at3:30 on the 3rd floor. 
See http://www.colorado.edu/geolsci/colloquium.htm for the full colloquium schedule. 

Fri-Sun., Dec. 9-11, Gem and Mineral Show/”Rocks and Rails”, sponsored by the Flatirons Gem and Mineral Club; together 
with the Boulder Model Railroad Club; at the Boulder County Fairgrounds, Main Exhibit Building, 9595 Nelson Rd., Longmont, 
CO. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily. 

Sat., Dec. 10, 4 p.m., Western Interior Paleontological Society – Holiday Auction (Silent and Verbal). At Lutheran Church of 
the Master, 14099 West. Jewell Avenue, Lakewood. “The auction is a fundraiser for WIPS grants and scholarships. All are 
welcome to come and bid on auction items or donate items for the auction. You must be a WIPS member to sell (50% of 
proceeds benefit WIPS/50% to seller). More information will be available at www.westernpaleo.org.” 

Wed., Dec. 21, 7 p.m., Colorado Scientific Society, Potluck dinner, Annual Meeting, and Presidents’ Address. Outgoing 
President Peter Barkmann, Colorado Geological Survey, will give a presentation on “New Studies on the Geology of South 
Park”.  All are invited; you may come just for the talk, which will begin at approximately 7 p.m., or join us ahead of time to share 
in a potluck dinner (with locally brewed beer, provided!). At the Arbor House, in Maple Grove Park, 14600 W. 32nd Ave., Golden 
(Applewood area). For more information see http://coloscisoc.org . Please note—this meeting had originally been scheduled 
for Dec. 15; the date and location have been changed. 

Wayne Orlowski sent several interesting links, including the following: 

**Since it is coming to bowl season - Watch Earth's History Play Out On A Football Field 

http://www.npr.org/2016/11/22/502920622/watch-earths-history-play-out-on-a-football-
field?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

**This is very cool:  Carbonatite (pronunciation: /kɑːrˈbɒnətaɪt/) is a type of intrusive or extrusive igneous 
rock defined by mineralogical composition consisting of greater than 50 
percent carbonate minerals.[1] Carbonatites may be confused with marble, and may require geochemical 
verification. 
Only one carbonatite volcano is known to have erupted in historical time, the active Ol Doinyo Lengai volcano 
in Tanzania. It erupts with the lowest temperature lava in the world, at 500-600 °C 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjLDfesA0N0 

Ol Doinyo Lengai Volcano Eastern Africa  

………………………………………….................................................................................................................................... 

**The world’s largest cut emerald is set to go up for auction – and is expected to fetch $1.15million. 

The 57,500-carat stone, which is the size of a watermelon, is scheduled to go under the hammer tomorrow by 
Western Star Auctions in British Columbia.  The gem, named Teodora, was found in Brazil and cut in India, 
before being sold to rare gems dealer Reagan Reaney in Calgary – but there are doubts over whether it is in 
fact a true emerald. 

When experts grade an emerald colour is by far their most important consideration, with clarity coming in a close 
second. 
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Regan Reaney, owner of the the world’s largest emerald looks over the gem at the Western Star Auction House in 
Kelowna, British Columbia January 26, 2012. The 57,500 carat emerald, named “Teodora”, which weighs 11.5 kg 
(25.35 lb) was mined in Brazil and cut in India. The stone will be publicly auctioned this weekend. REUTERS/Andy 
Clark 
 

 
People hold the world’s largest emerald at Western Star Auction House in Kelowna, British Columbia January 26, 
2012.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

**Welcome to the Home of the World's Largest Collection of  Coprolites at the POOZEUM: 

http://www.poozeum.com/home.html 
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The word “coprolite” comes from the Greek words Kopros Lithos, meaning “dung stone”. Basically, coprolites 
are very old pieces of poop that have become fossilized over a very long time . They do not smell, and most of 
their original structure has been replaced by mineral deposits such as calcium carbonate and silicates.  
Coprolites come in a variety of shapes and sizes and they have been discovered on every continent on Earth. 
 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/collection-fossilized-poo-certified-worlds-largest-
180961134/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=20161117-daily-
responsive&spMailingID=27098518&spUserID=NzQwNDU1NTY4NzMS1&spJobID=923315771&spReportId=
OTIzMzE1NzcxS0 
 
 Upcoming programs include the following: 
 January:  Jean Cowman and Rich Fretterd on recent developments at the Agnus Dei claim; 
 March:  Joe Dorris on Teller and Park county pegmatites; 
 April:  John Rakowski on fundamentals of collecting in local pegmatites. 
   
And here is the latest installment of “Bench Tips” by Brad Smith (www.BradSmithJewelry.com): 

(Not received this month) 
========================================= 

               See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith 
 

Notes from the 
Editor 

 

Bob Carnein, Editor 

ccarnein@gmail.com  

719-687-2739 

 

 

 
This month, I am reproducing an article by Mark Jacobson, which appeared in the September, 2016 
issue of the Colorado Chapter Friends of Mineralogy Newsletter, p. 4-6.  This has a personal interest 
to me, because I spent the first half of my teaching career at Waynesburg College, where I first heard 
stories about Clarence Coil and other famous central Colorado collectors, and where an historic 
specimen (mentioned in the article) resides buried somewhere in the college museum.  I hope you’ll 
enjoy reading about some old timers whose exploits led directly to those of modern-day “prospectors” 
like Rich Fretterd, Jean Cowman, and others.  (Please note:  I have kept the original spelling and 
punctuation in the Clarence Coil/John Alexander portion of the article, as they appeared in the 
Friends newsletter.  Unfortunately, the photo mentioned in the article was not included.) 
 

Topaz on Pikes Peak 
Mark Ivan Jacobson 

 
The brief manuscript below has a long history.  Circa 1976, Curator Jack Murphy at the Denver 
Museum of Natural History received from John Alexander a manuscript that was entitled “Pikes Peak 
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Topaz”, written by John Alexander.  In February, 1977, this manuscript was submitted to the 
Mineralogical Record by Alexander, with eight photographs for publication.  The manuscript, after full 
consideration, was finally rejected in May, 1977.  Wendell Wilson [Editor of the Mineralogical Record] 
suggested that the article would be a better fit for either Lapidary Journal or Rocks & Minerals.  In 
July, 1977, John Alexander passed away.  A copy of this manuscript, with the original photographs, 
was probably given to Jack Murphy either by Alexander just before he died, or by Clarence Coil, who 
had provided other mineral collecting manuscripts to Jack Murphy (which now reside in the Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science archives).  Unfortunately, Coil passed away in January, 1978. 
 
Much later, Jack Thompson, with Jack Murphy, decided to make use of the manuscript and published 
it in the Friends of Mineralogy newsletter in 1990 (Alexander, 1990).  In 1996, Thompson, with 
encouragement from Murphy and others, submitted it with most of the original article photographs for 
publication by Rocks & Minerals in their Colorado topaz issue (Alexander, 1996). 
 
The manuscript below was a primary data source where Clarence Coil told John Alexander how 
topaz was first discovered at Glen Cove.  This material was added to Alexander’s article, “Pikes Peak 
Topaz”.  Alexander’s handwritten manuscript was given to Clarence.  When he died, it was passed to 
his son, David Coil, who, in turn, donated it to the Pioneers Museum, 215 S. Tejon Street, Colorado 
Springs, where it is held in their Clarence Coil file archives today.  This manuscript was used as the 
beginning part of Alexander’s “Pikes Peak Topaz” article. 
 

Events Leading Up to the Discovery of the First Topaz on Pikes Peak, as 
Narrated to John Alexander by Clarence Coil 

 
“My old friend Luther McKnight and myself were employed by Stewart brothers photographers.  I 
worked downtown and Luther worked at Glen Cove. 
 
During Luther’s days off, he spent hiking and taking photos of alpine flowers in and around and above 
Glen Cove. 
 
Luthor knowing that I was very interested in mineralogy, always kept his eyes open for crystals or 
pieces of the same which he always turned over to me as well as locations. 
 
It was in 1944 that Luther turned over to me to fragments of crystals about the sized of my thumbnail, 
one was clear and the other was slight blue.  My partner the late O. [Orville] A. [Ackers] Reese said 
one [was] topaz and the other clear quartz.  He had found them as he crossed the bottom of the north 
slide as indicated in the above photo.  He was hiking up the ridge to the right looking for flowers to 
photograph. 
 
Late that summer, when the snow had disappeared, the late O.A. Reese and Perry Osborn and me 
went up the slide as indicated in the photo.  As we climbed up the slide I kept a weather eye for signs 
of topaz and found the first one as shown in the photo.  All three of us became quite excited, but 
didn’t find any more crystals till we were high up on the slope where we found a pocket of beautiful 
mottled clear cut Amazonstone singles.  We took out quite a number of all sizes one as shown in the 
photo.  However, there was no topaz, but some poor quartz. 
 
While the other two men were digging in this area I tried to climb the cliff as indicated in the photo and 
hanging by toes and fingertips managed to get up to a horizontal crack and a flat ledge about 2 feet 
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wide and about 18 inches deep.  On that shelf was a partially covered hole about 4 inches in 
diameter.  Struggling to hang on I drove my pick down on the side, fortunately, and pried it up 
bringing up a topaz out of the center all covered by a red mud.  I was so excited that I lost my hold 
and fell down the slope, without injury. 
 
I cleaned it off with my thumb and the first clean cut topaz was found.  It is now in the Waynesburg 
College [now University] mineral collection at Waynesburg, Penna. 
 
Little did we know at the time what that find was going to develop into with the work that John 
Alexander and I and Edwin Over accomplished. 
 
Richard Pearl, professor of Geology at Colo. College, Colo. Springs had an excellent article in the 
June 1963 issue of Gems & Minerals, “Topaz in Colorado.” 
 
To summarize my experiences at that area, let me warn one and all that it is extremely dangerous to 
prospect in that area due to slide rock. 
 
In the summer of 1945, O.A. Reese and I took our family to upper Glen Cove for a picnic.  My son 
David was five years old at that time is the way I date the time.  Reese and I went in up the slide to 
where I found the topaz.  I had an old wicker basket which I filled with the nice amazonite xtls. 
 
Looking around I saw a hole under a huge block of granite.  Reese meanwhile was picking at a rough 
quartz xtal on one side of the slab.  I crawled in the hole and looked around.  When all of a sudden a 
voice seemed to shout “get out.”  I immediately backed out and down came the slab which was about 
6 feet wide and 20 feet high as it fell I ran up a narrow ledge as far as I could go when the tip of the 
slab hit the back of my leg and split it down.  I was a bloody mess when Reese got me down to the 
family.  We got down to the hospital when they sewed me up. 
 
That is one reason I advised very strongly for all people to stay away from that dangerous area.  You 
can hear the slide rock groan as it shifts.” 
 
References: 
 
Alexander, J., 1990, Pikes Peak Topaz: Friends of Mineralogy, Colorado Chapter Newsletter, p. 6-8. 
 
Alexander, J., 1996, Pikes Peak Topaz:  Rocks & Minerals, vol. 71, no. 5, p. 320-323. 
 

Coil, C., 1977, Clarence Coil file, Colorado Springs Pioneer Museum, archives inspected June, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 

Here’s an article recently written by a Colorado Springs Pebble Pup: 
 

The Rudist Fossil Story 
 

By Jack Shimon (adapted from a presentation given at the Denver Gem Show, September 17, 2016) 
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When I was 6-1/2 years old, my Grandpa took me fossil hunting in central Texas.  We went to a limestone quarry that he 
had visited earlier and was given permission to enter and collect from.  This was one of my first fossil hunting trips and I 
really enjoyed it. The reef we went to (now a quarry) had huge boulders of limestone and tube-like things later identified 
as rudists. 
 

 
Photo credit: Mike Hursey 

 
In this geologic map you can see the tri-lobate reef we collected from in the red circle. The rocks belong to the Lower 
Cretaceous Edwards Formation.  
 

 
Permisison to use image courtesy of the Texas Water Board 
 
The Google satellite image shows the reef we collected from.  Two of the three lobes have been excavated for limestone. 
You can also see smaller pinnacle reefs marked with the short arrows.  All of the reefs rise above the flat Texas 
landscape.  
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Permission to use from Google.com Special Use Guidelines 
 
In the diagram of patch reefs below, you can see the shelf slope and how the reefs containing fossils rise up from the 
slope but are still underwater, creating a shallow marine environment.  This is what the central Texas landscape looked 
like when my fossils were alive and living in the sea.  
 

 
Permission to use from AAPG under the Special Fair Use Guidelines.  Credit to the authors D.G. Bebout and R.G. Loucks 
 
 
Discovering a cool fossil: We found these large fossilized colonies around the top of the quarry.  They probably were 
moved there during quarry operations. We thought they were a primary reef building organism but did not think they were 
coral because of their unusual morphology. 
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Photo credits: Mike Hursey 
 
We spent a lot of time at the quarry observing the massive specimens onsite and then collected some smaller pieces to 
bring home and look at more closely.  A simple way of thinking about fossils is to consider them either a cast or a mold.  A 
mold is formed when an object is placed into a soft surface and then decomposes or is washed away leaving an 
impression. This impression can be used to form a cast fossil which is when the mold fossil fills with sediment [editor’s 
note:  this is actually an external mold.]. I think cast fossils of these organisms were also forming when the hollow interior 
part of the animal was filled up [editor’s note:  this is an internal mold.]. We were curious about the mold fossil in the left 
picture (below) and what caused the spiny ridges lining it. The casts in the right photo (below) have a tube shape 
suggesting they might have grown as stalks.  Looking closely you can also see junctions in the stalk.    
 

 
Photo Credits: Mike Hursey 

In these close-up images of collected samples you can make some interesting observations. Inside the mold is a thick 
cast broken into segments.  Above it in the photo separate from the colony is a hook shape fossil.  Interestingly, the crew 
at the quarry had been collecting these thinking they were claws. I thought they were anchors for the intact animal.  

 
Photo credit: Mike Hursey 

Embedded in this cluster is another hook shaped fossil I believe is associated with the stalk. On the ground, the partial 
round fossil could be a lid.  Although we didn’t see any stalks, what I think is the body of the animal supported such a 
large size lid.  
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Photo credit: Mike Hursey 

Using the Clues to Start Solving the Mystery:  We were able to identify some fossils from the site, such as the 
ammonites in the photo below.  These gave us a fossil age and also confirmed they came from a shallow marine 
environment. The ammonites were found shortly before we left when I was climbing on huge piles of rock, and I was  able 
to put pieces together to make a complete ammonite.  

 
Photo credit: Mike Hursey 

We knew what our fossils were NOT but still didn’t have an answer about what they actually are.  So it was time to turn to 
the professionals.  Since we were nearby the University of Texas, Austin we started there.  The University has a neat 
museum and we spent hours asking questions about our fossils but no one knew what they were.  They also have fossil 
drawers where kids are encouraged to match their local fossil finds to those from the Austin area, but none matched ours.  
We continued our research online and came across a reef building organism called a rudist bivalve. 
When I got back from my Texas trip, we still didn’t know for sure what we had found so we took them to the Rock Fair at 
the Western Museum of Mining and Industry.  I met a lot of exhibitors really interested in my fossils but no one that could 
confirm they were rudists.  Our last stop was to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science where I was lucky to meet 
with Dr. Logan Ivy. He gave me a fascinating tour of the collections facility and spent time with me talking about my 
fossils. He positively identified them as rudist bivalves. One thing he explained that I had been wrong about was the 
function of the hook shaped valve.  That part is not an anchor, although they do anchor to the sea floor with a small valve 
on the lower portion of the body.  The hook-shaped valve is actually the top lid in this species.  
 
 
After figuring out what our fossils were by name, we needed to know more about bivalves.  Bivalves are aquatic mollusks 
with a hinged shell such as mussels, scallops and clams.  I’ve seen some of these animals on beach trips; I just didn’t 
know they were called bivalves.  I especially like the image of modern “edible” bivalves because it shows a lesser known 
stalked bivalve called a razor shell.  Also pictured clockwise from the top left are cockles, mussels and a scallop.  
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Permission to use courtesy of the Cambridge University Museum of Zoology 

 
Rudist bivalves are extinct aquatic mollusks that came in many forms.  They lived in shallow marine environments.  They 
dominated the reefs through the Cretaceous until they became extinct in the upper Cretaceous. We found fossils of 
Caprinula and Titanosarcolites. Today their fossils can be found in limestone rocks.  

 
Permission to use courtesy of Dr. Thomas Steuber 

There are two primary shapes that rudists take.  Elevator rudists attach to the sea floor and have an upright stalk.  In the 
picture below those are probably Radiolites, very similar to the caprinulids we found except for the shape of the lid. 
Recliner rudists lie on the bottom of the sea. We only found one example at the quarry, a Titanosarcolites.  It is possible 
these fossils are washed away because they don’t appear to anchor to the sea floor.  

 
Elevator Rudists. Permission to use courtesy of the Smithsonian Institute 
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Recliner Rudists. Permission to use courtesy of the Smithsonian Institute 

Shown below is a nice artist’s picture of a living rudist reef.   There are ammonites swimming by, recliner rudists in the 
front and an elevator colony in the background, probably flat-lidded Radiolites. A colony of Caprinula would look similar 
except for the different shaped top lid. 

 
Permission to use courtesy of the Smithsonian Institute 

Below is a photo of the recliner rudist bivalve we found, probably a titanosarcolitid. It is also possible it is an intact 
caprinid.  The joint in the middle makes me think it is a recliner because it doesn’t have a long stalk-like body as I 
observed in my other fossils. If they were just resting on the sea floor they would have been washed away by currents. 

 
Photo credit: Mike Hursey 

 
Rudist Bivalve Morphology:  The four main components of a rudist are the lower conical valve which serves as the 
anchor, the tube shaped body, the internal body cavity which is not shown but would run the length of the outer body and 
the upper hooked valve that served as a lid. Both valves are hinged and often fall off when the animal dies, which is why 
we were finding them separately at the quarry.  
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Permission to use courtesy of Riccardo Cestari 

 
Taking a detailed look inside I think I can finally correlate the live animal with the fossil remains. It took a lot of research to 
understand what is happening in the live rudist and what changed as it became a fossil. The living rudist had a central 
hollow body cavity with chambers that closed off as it grew, as you can see depicted in the drawing.  This forms the 
segments we saw. The living rudist also had hollow outer tubes, much smaller in diameter, making up the shell. These 
aided in support. When the rudist becomes a fossil all the hollow spaces are filled with sediment, creating a cast of the 
original animal. The spinney ridges I observed in the mold of the fossil are actually casts of the outer shell tubes. Some of 
the fossils create a really nice picture of this morphology like the photo below. 

 
Permission to use diagram courtesy of the Bureau of Economic Geology.  Photo credit: Mike Hursey 
Eureka! Mystery Solved: You can see the mold above is lined with spiny tubes.  These are casts of the outer body 
tubes. The central body cavity fits within this mold and was broken at several chamber junctions. Quite possibly, the 
associated hooked upper valve is embedded in the rock just below. It is amazing how a day digging at the quarry turned 
into an unexpected adventure. 
Conclusion: At Jacob’s well in Texas this past summer I was climbing around (yet again) and found an upper hooked 
valve of a rudist. I had a ton of fun hunting for fossils at a quarry and talking to a bunch of experts about my fossils. 
Climbing around on piles of limestone finding extraordinary things is perfect for a weekend trip. Overall, all of the hard 
work like researching about my finds and driving around Denver to find out what we had was all worth it. 
References: 
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2. The Rudists http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/taxa/inverts/mollusca/rudists.php 
3. Wooster Geologists https://woostergeologists.scotblogs.wooster.edu/2011/01/23/wooster%E2%80%99s-fossil-of-the-week-a-most

unlikely-clam-rudists-from-the-upper-cretaceous-of-the-oman-mountains/ 
4. Bureau of Economic Geology, the University of Texas at Austin. Stuart City Trend, Lower Cretaceous South Texas 

5. Fossils Explained: Rudists http://www.academia.edu/1316778/Fossils_Explained_Rudists 
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Date:  ________/________/20____ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________ City___________________ State_____Zip__________ 
 
Telephone (      )_______-_______  Email (please print) ___________________________________ 
                                                                                            (required to receive newsletter and field-trip info) 
 

Names/ages of family members (if family membership)_____________________________________ 
 

 
Dues for Jan 1 through Dec. 31 each year are as follows (please check membership type): 
 
____ Individual (18 and over)……………………………………………..$15.00 
 
____ Family (includes dependents under age 18)………………………$25.00 
 
Dues are due on or before March 31.  Members with unpaid dues will be dropped from the roster on April 1.   
 

I agree to abide by the Club constitution, by-laws, and rules regarding field trips and club claim visits. 
 
Signed___________________________________________ Date:______/______/20____ 
 
I am or have previously been a member of Lake George Gem & Mineral Club.  Yes____ No____ 
 
My interest areas include (check all that apply):  Minerals___; Fossils___; Lapidary___;  
 Micromounts___; Colorado geology___; Pebble Pups (ages 7-17)___; Mining History___; 
 Crystallography___; Other _____________________________________________________ 
 
I am willing to give a talk/presentation to (the Club) or (Pebble Pups) on ______________________ 
 
_________________________and/or lead a field trip to (list)________________________________ 
 
I am willing to participate/help in the following ways (can choose more than one):  Club Officer____; 
 Newsletter Editor/Writer____; Local Show/Show committee____; Nominating Committee____; 
 Winter Programs Committee____; Field Trips____; Art (badges)____; Membership Coordina- 
 tor ____; Website Assistance____; Pebble Pups____; Other (be specific)_________________ 
 

Questions about the Club or Activities?  Visit the website or contact a Club officer. 
 
Updated 05/01/2015 
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The Lake George Gem and Mineral Club is a group of people interested in rocks and minerals, fossils, geography and 
history of the Pikes Peak/South Park area, Indian artifacts, and the great outdoors.  The Club’s informational programs 
and field trips provide opportunities to learn about Earth science, rocks and minerals, lapidary work and jewelry making, 
and to share information and experiences with other members.  Guests are welcome to attend, to see what we are about! 
 
The Club is geared primarily to amateur collectors and artisans, with programs of interest both to beginners and serious 
amateurs.  The Club meets on the second Saturday of each month at the Lake George Community Center, located on the 
north side of US Highway 24 on the east edge of town, sharing a building with the county highway shops.  In the winter, 
we meet at 10:00AM.  From April through October, we meet at 9:00AM, to allow more time for our field trips. 
 

Our organization is incorporated under Colorado law as a nonprofit educational organization, and is a member 
of the Colorado, Rocky Mountain, and American Federations of Mineralogical Societies.  We also sponsor an 
annual Gem and Mineral Show at Lake George, where collectors and others may purchase or sell rocks, 
minerals, fossils, gems, or jewelry.  Annual membership dues (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31) are $15.00 for an 
individual (18 and over), and $25.00 for a family (parents plus dependents under age 18). 

Our Officers for 2016 are: 
 

 
John Rakowski, President           John Sprouse, Vice President 
          PO Box 608            402 Fremont St. 
    Florissant, CO 80816         Penrose, CO 80814 
         719-748-3861              719-372-3172  
  rakgeologist@yahoo.com                 coedodge@yahoo.com    
 
    Bob Korzekwa, Treasurer             Norma Rhodes, Secretary 
          11120 Falls Ave.                7546 Duck Hawk Place 
Green Mountain Falls, CO80819        Fountain, CO80817               
bobbykorzekwa@yahoo.com                     normajalexander@gmail.com 
  

C.R. (Bob) Carnein, Newsletter Editor 
507 Donzi Trail 

Florissant, CO 80816 
719-687-2739 

ccarnein@gmail.com 
 
 
 


