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Program for the month:  Saturday August 8 business meeting followed 
by a field trip.   Our monthly business meeting starts at 9 AM and should 
finish by 9:30 or so. 
After the meeting, members will gather outside to drive to a nearby 
collecting site.  The trip leader will be John Rakowski or Todd Mattson .  
Watch for a separate e-mail for details.  
 
Please read!   As our newsletter editor, I keep a current list o f members’ e-mail addresses.  As 
a result, I am the person who sends out notices of upcoming field trips.  However, I am not the 
field-trip coordinator .  That’s Todd Mattson.  If you want to register fo r a trip, please contact 
Todd (or the person listed as being in charge of th e trip) directly .  I have recently received all 
kinds of e-mails about trips—registrations, complaints, etc.—that should go to Todd.  Please read 
carefully the announcements that go out for each trip.  Also, please realize that our club currently 
has over 200 members.  I have seen some attempts to  register for all field trips at once.  If we 
allowed that, most members would never get a chance  to attend any trip that has a limit on 
attendance.  Hence the rule that you must register for each trip separately.   
 
Remember, we’re all volunteers—please don’t take it  personally if you don’t get to go on the 
trips you want.  I know from experience that it’s always a good idea to sit on a frustrated e-mail for a 
day or two before pressing “send”. 
 

Please Welcome the Following New Members 
 

Mike Galvin 
Kathy & Austin Meminger 

Amy, Jonathan, Kyle, and Bode Owens 
Ralph Palmer 

Virginia Podewell 
Sam Smith 

Dan & Leslie Stefanski 
 

Coming Events 
 

Contin-Tail Rock Swap/Gem & Mineral Show , rodeo grounds, Buena Vista; free  … Aug. 13-16 
admission and parking.           

“The Dynamic Early Paleozoic World of Colorado”  by Paul Myrow, 3 PM, Denver … Aug. 18 
Museum of Nature and Science, VIP Room; free. 
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Annual Lake George Gem & Mineral Show , parking lot next to the Post Office, Lake … Aug. 20-23 
George; free admission and parking. 

Denver Coliseum Mineral, Fossil, and Gem Show , see http://www.coliseumshow.com/ . … Sept. 12-20 

Colorado (Fall) Mineral and Fossil Show , Ramada Plaza Hotel (formerly Holiday Inn -  … Sept. 13-20 
Central Denver), 4849 Bannock St, Denver, CO; see 
http://www.mzexpos.com/colorado_fall.html . 

"The WHAT of conodont science:  Insights into Permia n oceans and beyond”, by … Sept. 15 
Charles Henderson, 3:00 p.m., DMNS Earth Science Seminar, Univ. of Calgary.  Free 
lecture; museum admission not required. 

Denver Gem and Mineral show , at The Denver Mart, 58th Ave. and I-25 (ext 215)  … Sept. 18-20 
sponsored by the Greater Denver Area Gem and Mineral Council; dealers, exhibits by  
clubs, individuals and museums nationwide, lectures, demonstrations, and kids’ activities;  
theme, “Minerals of the American Southwest”.  9-6 Fri., 10-6 Sat., 10-5 Sun. See  
http://www.denvermineralshow.com/ . 
 
��Steve Veatch sent this announcement for talks to be given by Pikes Peak Pebble Pups at this year’s 
Denver Gem & Mineral Show on Sept. 18: 
 
Saturday – Noon – Pikes Peak Pebble Pups 
 
Casey Martin  – “Radioactivity in Colorado Dinosaur Fossils”.  Casey is 12 and attends Eagleview 
Middle School in Colorado Springs. Casey has been keenly interested in Earth science from a very 
early age.  His past primary interests have included rocks, volcanoes, dinosaurs, fossils, magnetism, 
and astronomy.  Currently, his main area of interest is radioactivity, and he studies low-level 
radioactive minerals and fossils with the aid of his vintage Geiger counter.  
 
Jack Shimon  – “Radio-Wave Powered Crystal Radio”.  Jack has been a member of the Pikes Peak 
Pebble Pups in Colorado Springs for six years.  He is in 5th grade and also enjoys playing the drums, 
mountain biking, snowboarding, and hiking with his dog Comet.  His grandfather is a retired geologist 
and worked on his crystal radio science fair project with him, which received honorable mention at his 
school last spring. 
 
Blake Reher  – “Advances in Pikes Peak Regional Paleontology”.  Blake, a 10th grader at Cheyenne 
Mountain High School in Colorado Springs, plans to be a paleontologist. He also wants to learn more 
about Earth sciences, especially geology.  Blake has been active in the Colorado Springs 
Mineralogical Society’s Earth Science Scholars Program for more than five years and assists in 
teaching the Pebble Pups.  Blake is a uniformed volunteer at the Florissant Fossil Beds National 
Monument and participates in their Paleolab and Cool Science Programs.  Several of Blake’s poems, 
articles about fossils, and research that was cited in larger research papers, have been published. 
 
Jerrod and Nathan Gallup —“After the Eruptions: Mt. St Helens and Crater Lake (Mt. Mazama)”.  
Nathan and Jerrod are 11 years old and 5th graders at Columbine Elementary in Woodland Park. 
Both are active Pebble Pups with the Lake George Gem and Mineral Club and were recognized as 
Rocky Mountain Junior AFMS Rockhounds of the Year in 2014.  Jerrod and Nathan’s articles on 
minerals are published by Deposits magazine and Ute Country News.  Besides rock hounding, 
Nathan loves video games, reading, and playing piano and bass; Jerrod pursues trail running, 
cooking, art and plays piano and violin. 
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Jerrod (left) and Nathan (right) Gallup, Junior Mem bers of the Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 

 
Jenna Salvat  – “A Closer Look at Pyrite”.  About to enter high school, Jenna is passionate about 
studying Earth science.  Jenna has volunteered for two years at Helen Hunt Falls and Starsmore 
Discovery Center in North Cheyenne Canyon, where she educates visitors about the geology of the 
Pikes Peak Region.  She also volunteers as an interpretive ranger at the Florissant Fossil Beds 
National Monument, and has taught a third grade class that focused on the world of rocks and 
minerals. Jenna presented at the Western Interior Paleontological Symposium in 2015 at the 
Colorado School of Mines, and coauthored a paper that was presented at the New Mexico School of 
Mines.  
 
Pikes  Peak Pebble Pups also recently visited the Cripple Creek gold mine.  Here’s a report: 
 
FIELD TRIP REPORT 

CRIPPLE CREEK AND VICTOR GOLD MINING COMPANY: CRESS ON PROJECT 

By Steven Wade Veatch and Jenna Salvat  

Overview  

On Saturday, July 11, 2015, our Geology club (Pikes Peak Pebble Pups and Earth-Science Scholars) went to 
the Cresson Project, the main open pit mine operated by the Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining Company 
(CC&V) on the adventure of a lifetime.  The weather was perfect for this field trip.  The point of the trip was to 
see active gold mining and observe real life examples of some of the things that we have studied over the past 
school year.  We were able to look at igneous rocks that originated from the mantle of the Earth and learn 
about various types of magma and how gold was deposited at Cripple Creek.  The group met at the CC&V 
visitor center on Bennett Avenue in Cripple Creek.  We boarded a CC&V bus and spent an hour touring the 
property.  We then spent the rest of the day at the Atman Pit collecting and studying rocks and minerals 
exposed from open pit mining operations.  We had lunch at the collecting site.  

Field trip members  

Clay West, Jenna Salvat, Jacob Salvat, Nate Blume, Dylan Edwards, Blake Reher, Zack Osburne, Casey 
Martin, Karen Martin, Steven Veatch, Brad Poulson 
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Specimens Collected  

Nate Blume notably collected a boulder of Cripple Creek Breccia with a large vein of fluorite going through the 
center.  Clay West found an oxidized Cripple Creek Breccia with clasts of vibrant purple fluorite.   
Lamprophyre, a mantle derived rock, was collected by everyone.  Dylan Edwards found fluorite crystals. 
Phonolite and syenite were also collected by everyone. 

                                       

Nate Bloom with his 43-lb breccia boulder.     Clos e-up of Nate’s boulder with 2.5-inch fluorite vein.  
 



Lake George Gem and Mineral Club August, 2015  
 

    
           Jenna Salvat, Earth-science scholar.                    Clay West, Earth-science scholar from 
                                                                                             the Cañon  City club.  
 

    
 
Brad Poulson, with the community affairs department of CC&V, spent the day with us.  He drove everyone in a 
CC&V van and provided expert information on the operations of CC&V.  The group wishes to thank Brad 
Poulson and CC&V for providing the opportunity.  

Note:  The Pikes Peak Pebble Pups and Earth-Science Scholars are the junior members of the Lake George 
Gem and Mineral Club and the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society.  Their blogsite is at 
http://pebblepups.blogspot.com/ 
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��Here’s a list of planned field trips, as of August 1: 

• August 1:  Ace-In-The-Hole (Rich Fretterd ; Richard Kawamoto ) 
• August 15:  Topaz Mountain Gem Mine (fee; Krystle & Joe Dorris ) 
• August 20:  Dealer-Only trip  for LGGMC Club Show dealers (Dan Alfrey ) 
• August 29:  South Park Blue Agate (fee; limit of 20 participants; rsvp only; Dave Harvey ) 
• Sept. 12:  Goethite Hill (tentative) 
• Sept. 26:  Holcim Quarry (tentative) 

 
��Congratulations to Krystle Dorris  for her selection as Ms. Colorado United States for 2015 and 
for coming out in the top ten in the Ms. USA contest. 
 
�� Steve Veatch  submitted some “geo-art” for this month’s newsletter: 
 

 
The Stegosaurus became the official state fossil on April 28, 1982 , by executive order of Governor Richard D. Lamm. 

The Stegosaurus lived in Colorado during the Mesozoic Era in the J urassic Period. Pencil art by Steven Veatch . 
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�� Three LGGMC members were presenters/field-trip leaders at the recent Gunnison Mineral Symposium, 
at Western State Colorado University.  They are Mark Jacobson, Pete Modreski, and Bob Carnein.   Field-
trip participants were able to collect minerals at the Vulcan/Good Hope mines, Brown Derby pegmatite, and 
Iron Hill carbonatite.  The symposium, attended by about 60 people, was sponsored by the Friends of the 
Colorado School of Mines Geology Museum. 
 

 
Rickardite (iridescent) in native tellurium, Vulcan , Gunnison Co., Colorado 

(Dave Bunk specimen; Carnein photo) 
 
��And here is the latest installment of “Bench Tips” by Brad Smith (www.BradSmithJewelry.com): 
 
SMALL PARTS CONTAINERS 
 
I'm always on the lookout for small containers to use for holding all those little parts and tools we deal with in making jewelry, 
especially since I'm always traveling to classes and workshops.  My latest find is some plastic vials about 15 mm in diameter and 
75 mm long.  Best part is they are free.  The vials are used in the doctor's office to draw blood samples.  They cannot be used 
after their expiration date, and are thrown out.  On my last doctors visit, I asked the nurse if they had any expired vials.  She said 
"How many do you want?" and tried to give me 400 of them.  (We settled on 200). 
 
The ones I have are called "Vacutainers", but there are probably many other names.  They are clear plastic with a rubber 
stopper and a paper label all ready to write on.  I find them really handy for small parts like jump rings, prong settings, small 
drills, nuts & bolts, faceted stones, and precious metal filings. 
 
 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
NEW RELEASE - Broom Casting Book 
 
I'm pleased to announce the publication of "Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry and Metal Work", one of the techniques that 
puts the fun into metal working.  Discover the rush of pouring molten silver into a common straw broom to get marvelous icicle-
like shapes that make elegant pendants and earrings.  Now available on Amazon at www.amazon.com/dp/0988285835/ or 
search for "Broom Casting" 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
TRY A TOOTHPICK  
 
The round, stronger toothpicks have a multitude of uses on the jewelry bench.  I use them for mixing epoxy resin, for applying 
paste solder, and with Zam for polishing in tight spots.  Toothpicks are also handy for holding a stone while stone setting.  Just 
break off the sharp tip, mold a little beeswax over it, and press it onto the table of your stone. 
========================================= 
 
    Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon. 
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Notes from the 
Editor 

 

Bob Carnein, Editor 

ccarnein@gmail.com  

719-687-2739 

 

 

 
Have you had a chance to use the LGGMC library?  Norma Engelberg sent this short article about items that 
you might not expect to find there. 
 

Field guides teach about more than just rocks 

By Norma Engelberg, Club Librarian 

Club members who have used the LIBRARY  lately might have noticed that it has some new(ish) field 
guides that have little or nothing to do with geology. There’s a reason for that. 
 
Picture this.  You’re out in the woods with the kids.  You’re focused on the rocks and mineral 
specimens you might find but some of the kids, the ones who aren’t necessarily into digging for rocks, 
are focused on anything but.  They’re bored and they’re whining so what do you do? 
 
Here’s an idea.  There are other things in the woods, or out on the prairie for that matter, besides 
rocks, and you could encourage the kids to look for them.  Lay down some rules about not wandering 
too far and getting lost, make sure they have hats, water, and whistles, and let them roam.  Ask them 
to see how many plant, fungus, and animal species they can count.  Have them look for animal tracks 
and scat.  You might even give them a camera to document their finds.  Kids love cameras, and you’ll 
be surprised by what they “see” through a viewfinder. 
 
This might be good for you, too.  Sure you can likely tell quartz from feldspar and fluorite from 
amazonite, but can you tell mule-deer droppings from elk droppings or cougar tracks from bear tracks 
or fox tracks from coyote tracks?  Can you tell an Eastern Bluebird from a Mountain Bluebird?  Can 
you identify trees that don’t come with those handy little signs like the ones along the trails at local 
state parks?  Do you know which of the plants around you are edible and which ones you shouldn’t 
even touch?  How much do you know about mushrooms?  If you decide to stay the night in the field, 
can you start a fire without matches?  How many constellations can you name? 
 
All of these things and more can be learned from field and survival guides.  For example, the National 
Audubon Society’s “Field Guide to the Night Sky” (just added) explains why the Pegasus constellation 
shows only the front end of the flying horse.  The Greeks and others probably saw a full horse but the 
guide states: “A modern mythologist has suggested that the rear half of the horse fell to earth to found 
the line of modern politicians.”  Who knew? 
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Speaking of survival guides, these come in all sizes and levels of complexity.  Some are simply lists 
of things you’ll need if something goes wrong on a day hike or if your car won’t start and you’re the 
last person to leave the dig.  Others prepare you for the “Zombie Apocalypse.”  I’m not really looking 
for apocalypse-level guides, but it would be nice to have something basic available for our members. 
I’m constantly on the lookout for books for the library, including new guides.  I check resale shops, 
thrift stores, garage sales, and used-book stores.  I would also love to have donations.  Please check 
your own libraries and see if you have something to spare that your fellow club members might like to 
read.  I’ll label any donations as such with the donor’s name and date.  Also it doesn’t hurt for the 
library to have a few duplicates. 
 
Remember, if you check something out of the LIBRARY , it should be signed out, kept for one month 
and then signed back in.  We want ours to be one of the best club libraries in the state and we can all 
help.  Just bring anything you want to donate to the next meeting.  If you have questions, email me 
at njengel60@gmail.com.  
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Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 

Box 171, Lake George, Colorado 80827 
www.LGGMclub.org 

 
Date:  ________/________/20____ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________ City___________________ State_____Zip__________ 
 
Telephone (      )_______-_______  Email (please print) ___________________________________ 
                                                                                            (required to receive newsletter and field-trip info) 
 
Names/ages of family members (if family membership)_____________________________________ 
 
 
Dues for Jan 1 through Dec. 31 each year are as follows (please check membership type): 
 
____ Individual (18 and over)……………………………………………..$15.00 
 
____ Family (includes dependents under age 18)………………………$25.00 
 
Annual Dues are due January 1st.  Members with unpaid dues after March 31 will be dropped from the roster on April 1.   
On/after August 15 , dues will be reduced to half price for NEW members only . 
 
I agree to abide by club Constitution, By-Laws, and rules regarding Field Trips & Club Claim visits. 
 
Signed___________________________________________ Date:______/______/20____ 
 
I am or have previously been a member of Lake George Gem & Mineral Club.  Yes____ No____ 
 
My interest areas  include (check all that apply):  Minerals___; Fossils___; Lapidary___;  
 Micromounts___; Colorado geology___; Pebble Pups (ages 7-17)___; Mining History___; 
 Crystallography___; Other _____________________________________________________ 
 
I am willing  to give a talk/presentation to (the Club) or (Pebble Pups) on ______________________ 
 
_________________________and/or lead a field trip to (list)________________________________ 
 
I am willing  to participate/help in the following ways (can choose more than one):  Club Officer____; 
 Newsletter Editor/Writer____; Local Show/Show committee____; Nominating Committee____; 
 Winter Programs Committee____; Field Trips____; Art (badges)____; Membership Coordina- 
 tor ____; Website Assistance____; Pebble Pups____; Other (be specific)_________________ 
 

Questions about the Club or Activities?  Visit the website or contact a Club officer. 
 
 
 

Updated 05/01/2015 
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Lake George Gem & Mineral Club 
PO Bo 171 

Lake George, CO 80827 
 

                       
 
The Lake George Gem and Mineral Club  is a group of people interested in rocks and minerals, fossils, 
geography and history of the Pikes Peak/South Park area, Indian artifacts, and the great outdoors.  The Club’s 
informational programs and field trips provide opportunities to learn about Earth science, rocks and minerals, 
lapidary work and jewelry making, and to share information and experiences with other members.  Guests are 
welcome to attend, to see what we are about! 
 
The Club is geared primarily to amateur collectors and artisans, with programs of interest both to beginners 
and serious amateurs.  The Club meets on the second Saturday of each month at the Lake George 
Community Center, located on the north side of US Highway 24 on the east edge of town, sharing a building 
with the county highway shops.  In the winter, we meet at 10:00AM.  From April thro ugh October, we meet 
at 9:00AM, to allow more time for our field trips. 
 
Our organization is incorporated under Colorado law as a nonprofit educational organization, and is a member 
of the Colorado, Rocky Mountain, and American Federations of Mineralogical Societies.  We also sponsor an 
annual Gem and Mineral Show at Lake George, where collectors and others may purchase or sell rocks, 
minerals, fossils, gems, or jewelry.  Annual membership dues (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31) are $15.00 for an 
individual (18 and over), and $25.00 for a family (parents plus dependents under age 18). 
 

Our Officers for 2015 are: 
 

 
John Rakowski , President   Char DeVries, Vice President 
          PO Box 608             280 Homestead Rd. 
    Florissant, CO 80816              Divide, CO 80814 
         719-748-3861                   719-686-1822 
  rakgeologist@yahoo.com     swordfishblue@wildblue.net  
 
 Suzanne Core , Treasurer   Norma Engelberg , Secretary 
          PO Box 1154              2732 W. Bijou St. 
  Cripple Creek, CO 80813    Colorado Springs, CO 80904 
          719-689-2092                 719-337-8994 
      suzc@peakinet.net          njengel60@gmail.com  
 

C.R. (Bob) Carnein , Newsletter Editor 
507 Donzi Trail 

Florissant, CO 80816 
719-687-2739 

ccarnein@gmail.com 
 


